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ASSAULTS ON POLICE OFFICERS - PENALTIES 

1401. Mr M.J. Birney to the Attorney General 

(1) How many offenders with a prior record for assaulting Police Officers did not receive a jail term for a 
subsequent assault against a Police Officer in the following years - 

(a) 2005-2006; 
(b) 2004-2005; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2002-2003; and 
(e) 2001-2002? 

(2) What is the average jail term handed down to offenders who assaulted Police Officers since the Labor 
Government recently increased the maximum penalty for assaults against Police Officers? 

(3) What is the average jail term handed down to offenders who assaulted Police Officers in the same 
period of time leading up to the change to the maximum jail term applicable to offenders who assault a 
Police Officer? 

(4) How many people were convicted of assaulting a Police Officer in each of the following years - 

(a) 2005-2006; 
(b) 2004-2005; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2002-2003; and 
(e) 2001-2002? 

(5) Of the assaults that took place against Police in the years identified in (4), how many of the convicted 
offenders did not receive a jail term in each respective year? 

(6) How many offenders convicted of assaulting a Police Officer for each of the years identified in (4) did 
go to jail? 

(7) How many offenders who were convicted of assaulting Police in each of the years identified in (4) 
received the minimum possible jail term? 

(8) How many offenders who were convicted of assaulting Police in each of the years identified in (4) 
received the maximum possible jail term? 

(9) What was the maximum jail term applicable to offenders who assaulted Police in each of the following 
years - 

(a) 2005-2006; 
(b) 2004-2005; 
(c) 2003-2004; 
(d) 2002-2003; and 
(e) 2001-2002? 

(10) What was the average length of jail term handed down to offenders convicted of assaulting Police in 
each of the years identified in (9)? 

(11) Of the offenders who did not receive a jail term, can the Minister provide details (categories and 
numbers in each category) of the various categories of non-custodial punishments that were handed 
down for offenders who assaulted Police in each of the above mentioned years? 

(a) If figures on Police assaults are not available separately, then please supply figures on assaults 
against public officers, but only if Police figures are not available. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 

Court records do not discriminate between police officers and other public officers. No response can therefore be 
provided for questions 1-11. A response has been provided for question 11(a). The data is provided in relation to 
a charge of an assault on a public officer under section 318(1)(d) of the Criminal Code. 

(11) (a).  Please refer to the table below. 

Non-custodial Punishments for Assaults on Public Officers 

     Number of Offenders    
 Year Suspended Intensive Community  Work and Conditional 
  Imprisonment Supervision Order Based Order Fine Development Order Release Order 
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 2005-06 112 65 149 359 2       28 
 2004-05 121 56 142 353 3       39 
 2003-04 128 61 143 327 15       33 
 2002-03 102 52 156 340 14       39 
 2001-02 101 53 148 336 21       58 

     Number of Convictions  
 Year Suspended Intensive Community  Work and Conditional 
  Imprisonment Supervision Order Based Order Fine Development Order Release Order 
 2005-06 176 103 212 489 3 36 
 2004-05 163 96 186 445 3 60 
 2003-04 170 87 169 371 15 39 
 2002-03 140 70 200 383 16 46 
 2001-02 151 70 196 393 26 60 
 


